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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNCR
600 E Boulevard Ave Dept 101
BISMARCK NORTH DAKOTA 58505-0001
(701) 328-2200
EDWARD T. SCHAFER FAX {701) 328-2205 TDD (701} 328-2887
GOVERNOR E-MAIL: governor@state.nd.us

July 26, 1999
Colleagues and Friends:
1999 is an important year and milestone for State/Tribal relations. It is the 50® anniversary of the
North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission. The primary role of the Comimnission has remained steadfast
over the years - to create a better North Dakota through improved tribal and state relations and better

understanding between Indian and non-Indian people.

The following report is a summary of the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission that outlines
the function, membership, key legislation and biennium highlights. A few history highlights include:

e There have been eight Governors who have chaired the Commission. Fred G. Aandahl was
Governor when the Commission was established in 1949.

e Tribal representation was added to the makeup of the Commission in 1959.
¢ In 1963 funds were allocated for Indian education scholarships.
¢ Indian Affairs Commission office established in Bismarck in 1965.

e In 1967 the Executive Director of the Commission becomes a full-time State position. There
have been eight Executive Directors.

e The first Commission meeting to be held on a reservation (Standing Rock) was held in 1973.

¢ In 1981 the Legislature established the Native American Alcohol & Drug Abuse Education
fund for youth on the reservations.

e The first “State of the Relationship” address by an Indian leader was given to the State
Legislature in 1985.

I hope all North Dakotans will join us in celebrating culture diversity through better understanding
of our State’s indigenous people. This history report shows us what we have accomplished and sets the
foundation for a new era of State/Tribal relations.

North Dakota’s Indian people remain a rich cultural resource who have endured and survived
many oppressive federal policies. By educating ourselves about this history and the significant
contributions made by Native people we can improve relationships and truly extend our wonderful North
Dakota quality of life into Indian country.

Sincggely,

Edward T. Schafer
Governor



Executive Summary

Created by the North Dakota Legislature in 1949, the North Dakota Indian Affairs
Commission (NDIAC) is one of the first such commissions established in the United
States. Although the official function of the NDIAC has been modified over the years to
reflect changes in federal and state policy, the main goal of the Commission has always
been to create a better North Dakota through the improvement of tribal/state relations and
better understanding between American Indian and non-Indian people.

In 1999, the NDIAC celebrates its fiftieth year of operation. Over the past fifty years,
the Commission has seen federal, state and local policies shift and change and has
adapted with those shifts. The Commission has tackled issues such as jurisdiction,
assimilation, employment, economic development, education, welfare, discrimination,
research, self-determination for tribes and, most recently, gaming.

The NDIAC has matured with the policies that have shaped the current relationship
between American Indian tribes, states across the nation and the federal government.
The Commission has encompassed the rhetoric of termination, assimilation, and
relocation to self-determination for Indian tribes. To illustrate, it wasn’t until 1959 and
the roots of self-determination that the tribes within North Dakota acquired representation
on the NDIAC. At that timeH.B. 554 designated the tribal chairmen of each reservation
as ex-officio members of the Commission.

The NDIAC has evolved as a vital link between the state and the tribal nations. The
Commission continues to address tough issues and to serve as a facilitator for building a
better North Dakota through cooperation, understanding and mutual respect.

This report is a review of the past 50 years of the NDIAC. The report is compiled by
biennium, reviewing the function, membership, key legislation, and highlights of each
two-year period. The report references more detailed legislative and biennium reports
that have been archived with the State Library along with other reports the Commission
has developed over the past 50 years.

The anniversary report is a general overview of North Dakota State/Tribal relations at
the close of the 2DCentury. It hopefully provides a foundation for improvement as we
enter the new millennium.

Special acknowledgments go to Chadwick Kramer and Cheryl Long Feather who
researched and wrote this report.



1949-1951 BIENNIUM

FUNCTION OF THE COMMISSION

Sate Law (SL.) 1949, Ch. 324; Section 3
In order that the state may be prepared and have the factual information needed to
deal effectively with Indian affairs, provide aid and protection for Indians as needed,
prevent undue hardships, assist in the integration of Indian citizens into modern
economy, and coordinate state, local and federal programs relating to Indian affairs,
the commission shall have the power and it shall be its duty:

1

2.

To study, consider, accumulate, compile and assemble information on any phase
of Indian affairs;

To formulate and develop proposals for the benefit of Indians who may be in
need of assistance in securing employment in agriculture, business or other usual
occupations, on a self-supporting basis;

To cooperate with and secure the assistance of the federal government or any
agencies thereof, in formulating any such program, and coordinate such program,
as nearly as may be possible, with any program regarding Indian affairs adopted
or planned by the federal government to the end that the state may secure the full
benefit of such federal program;

To investigate relief needs of Indians in North Dakota and to prepare plans for the
aleviation of such needs;

To confer with officials and agencies of other governmental units and
congressional committees with regard to Indian needs and the coordination of
state, local and federal programsin regard thereto.

*SL. 1949, Ch. 324 remained unchanged until the passage of SL. 1971, Ch. 507

CoMMISSION MEMBERS

SL. 1949, Ch. 324
The thirty-first Legislative Assembly of the State of North Dakota created the North
Dakota Indian Affairs Commission. The members of the commission consisted of the
governor, commissioner of agriculture and labor, superintendent of public instruction,
executive director of the public welfare board of North Dakota, state health officer
and the chairmen of boards of county commissioners of Sioux, Mercer, McLean,
McKenzie, Dunn, Rolette, Benson and Eddy counties.

o Fred G. Aandahl / Norman Brunsdale o Math Dahl

Governor, State of North Dakota Commissioner of Agriculture and Labor
o John B. Hart o G.B. Nordrum

Executive Director, NDIAC Superintendent of Public Instruction
o CarlyleD. Onsrud, Secretary o RO. Saxvik, M.D.

Executive Director of the Public Welfare State Health Officer, Bismarck

Board, Bismarck



o Joseph Wicks o Math Baseflug
Sioux County Commissioner, Cannonball Dunn County Commissioner, Richardton
o Jacob Heihn o AC. Berg
Mercer County Commissioner, Beulah Benson County Commissioner, Maddock
o Joseph J. Blonigen o  G. Ray Heddens
McLean County Commissioner, Douglas Rolette County Commissioner, Dunseith
o AJ. Briar o William Gerdes
McKenzie County Commissioner Eddy County Commissioner, New Rockford
LEGISLATION

SL. 1949, Ch. 324 (3/19/49)

SECTION 1)  There is hereby created a North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission
which shall consist of the governor, the commissioner of agriculture and labor, the
superintendent of public instruction, the executive director of the public welfare
board, the state health officer, and the chairmen of boards of county commissioners of
Sioux, Mercer, McLean, McKenzie, Dunn, Rollette, Benson and Eddy counties. The
governor shall act as chairman of the commission and the commission shall select one
of its members as secretary.

SECTION 2))  The commission may employ an executive director who shall not be
a member of the commission and such other clerical, professional and technical
personnel, as it deems necessary, and shall prescribe their duties and fix their
compensation.

SECTION 6.)  The commission, as soon as practicable, and not later than the first
day of December, 1950, shall prepare and make public a report to the thirty-second
legislative assembly setting forth the results of its study and its findings, conclusions,
and recommendations. It may submit recommendations in the form of proposed
legislation or resolutions and may publish such additiona reports from time to time as
it may deem necessary.

Excerpt fromfirst biennium report of the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission:

» Largely as aresult of this crisis [winter of 1947-1948], and a subsequent crisis in
1948-1949, the North Dakota Legislature appropriated an additional one hundred
thousand dollars for the welfare of Indians in case an emergency should arise again.

The North Dakota Legidature also created the North Dakota Indian Affairs
Commission and specified as one of its duties ‘to investigate relief needs of Indians in
North Dakota and to prepare for the alleviation of such needs’.

HIGHLIGHTSOF THE BIENNIUM

» The legislature appropriated the sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) or so much
thereof as the Commission should consider necessary for the purpose of carrying out
the provisions of this law.

» According to the 1950 U.S. Census, the Native American population in ND in 1950
was 10,766, comprising 1.7% of the general population of 619,636.
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The organizational meeting of the NDIAC took place at the state capitol on August 6,
1949. The Commission members elected John Hart of Rolla, North Dakota as
Executive Director as provided in the Act creating the NDIAC. The salary for Mr.
Hart was set at $4,500.00 per annum to be paid while he was on part-time status
according to the evidence of time spent in the position submitted by Mr. Hart.

From the time the Commission was organized (August 6, 1949) until the end of the
1949-1951 biennium, the Commission held seven meetings in the Governors’
Conference Room of the state capitol. These meetings were held on August 6, 1949;
October 15, 1949; November 29, 1949; August 19, 1950; October 25, 1950;
November 25, 1950; and January 11, 1951.

At the August 19, 1950 meeting, the newly appointed national Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, Dillon S. Meyer, was the guest of the commission. A round table
discussion was held at this meeting between the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and
the various state and county officials directly involved and affected by Indian
problems in North Dakota.

At the October 25, 1950 meeting, the Commission had as their guests Senators
William Langer and Milton R. Young and Congressman Usher L. Burdick. The
various state and county officials directly involved with the subject of Indian Affairs
had an opportunity to discuss their problems directly with the North Dakota
congressional delegation.

Excerpts from the first biennium report of the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission:

The North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission believes that every move to improve
the conditions of the Indians in this state must be based on two major conclusions.
One is the conclusion that Indians should be assimilated into the general citizenry of
the state by a process of association with non-Indians in their day-by-day business
and social relationships. The second conclusion is that, although the welfare of
Indians is properly accepted as the moral and financial responsibility of the federal
government, administration of many of the present activities relating to Indians might
well be transferred from the Indian Service to other agencies.

In order to encourage a more moral evolutionary process of assimilation between
Indians and non-Indians, the commission recommends specifically:

1. That many of the present restrictions on Indians’ real and personal property be
removed especially where the owner does not personally live on or near such
restricted real estate;

2. That the federal government reimburse state and local political subdivisions for
the loss of tax revenue resulting from federal restrictions on Indian land;

3. That there be a new and more specific definition of “An Indian”;



10.

11.

That in the field of employment, expanded effort should be given to finding
permanent jobs for Indian families away from the reservations where association
with non-Indians will be encouraged,;

That Indians residing off the reservation be made eligible at local agencies for all
benefits to which they would be entitled were they to remain on the reservation;
That the North Dakota State Department of Health should continue cooperative
work, particularly in the field of preventative medicine. It is recommended that
arrangements be made so that Indians may be admitted to public hospitals
adjacent to reservations and may be permitted to choose their own physicians, the
same as non-Indians of the same economic class.

That work with Indian farmers should be handled by existing agencies not
connected with the Indian Service;

That education be a basic consideration in the solution of the Indian problem.
Where at all practicable, local public schools should be used for the education of
Indian children at the grade and high school levels. Compulsory school
attendance needs early cooperative attention from all public bodies involved.

That criminal jurisdiction be transferred in its entirety to the state, with 100
percent reimbursement by the federal government to the state and its subdivisions
for al costs involved. Taxpayers of counties and state should not be expected to
pay the cost of law enforcement because of the element of tax exemption of
Indian lands.

That the administration of Indian general assistance and all programs under the
Socia Security Act be transferred entirely to the Public Welfare Board, provided
that the federal government furnishes the money required until such time as
Indians have been fully assimilated and their property becomes taxable as other
property istaxed.

That a North Dakota citizen be appointed to a position of influence in the Indian
Bureau.

1951-1953 BIENNIUM

COMMISSION MEMBERS

Norman Brunsdale, Chairman o RO. Saxvik, M.D.

Governor, State of North Dakota State Health Officer, Bismarck

John B. Hart o Joseph Wicks

Executive Director, NDIAC Sioux County Commissioner, Cannonball
Carlyle D. Onsrud, Secretary o Jacob Heihn

Executive Director of the Public Welfare Mercer County Commissioner, Beulah
Board, Bismarck o Joseph J. Bloningen

Math Dahl McLean County Commissioner, Douglas
Commissioner of Agriculture and Labor, o Math Baseflug

Bismarck Dunn County Commissioner, Richardton
M.F. Peterson o AC. Beg

Superintendent of Public Instruction, Benson County Commissioner, Maddock

Bismarck




O

L.A. Powell o  Clarence Bye

McKenzie County Commissioner, Rolette County Commissioner, Dunseith
Alexander

Fritz Borgeson

Eddy County Commissioner, Sheyenne

LEGISLATION

Senate Concurrent Resolution “G”

A concurrent resolution to memorialize Congress to equalize the burden of the
cost of assistance to needy Indians.

WHEREAS, the welfare and rehabilitation of the Indians is an acknowledged
federal responsibility; and

WHEREAS, in order to qualify for federal grants-in-aid, the state of North Dakota
and the counties thereof are required to include Indians in provisions made for aid to
needy children, aged, blind, disabled; and

WHEREAS, the proportion of needy Indians is much higher than is the case in the
population as awhole; and

WHEREAS, in New Mexico and Arizonathe federal government pays substantially
the full cost of aid to Indians under the federal aid programs, thus recognizing the
principle of equalization of unfair burdens placed on the states and localities by
reason of the location of Indian reservations and the concentration of the Indian
population therein; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING THEREIN,

that the Congress of the United States be respectfully and earnestly memorialized
to assume the state and county share of the cost of all aid given under the socia
security programs to Indians living on reservations in this state; and that copies of
this resolution be delivered to the Secretary of the Interior; the members of the
Congressional delegation from North Dakota, and the President of the United States.

The 1951 ND State Legislature again appropriated $100,000 to the State Welfare
Board for Indian General Assistance to be used in emergencies.

HIGHLIGHTSOF THE BIENNIUM

During the 1951-1953 biennium, the NDIAC held six forma meetings in the state
capitol, Bismarck, North Dakota. These meetings were held on July 20, 1951;
November 24, 1951; February 1, 1952; August 25, 1952; November 21, 1952; and
April 9, 1953.

The meeting of the NDIAC, held on August 25, 1952, was devoted to a genera
discussion of the overall picture in the field of Indian affairswith Mr. Dillon Meyer,



the Commissioner of Indian Affairs present. Also present at this meeting was Senator
Clyde Duffy, amember of the North Dakota Legidative Research Committee.

Excerpt from the NDIAC biennium report:

The report of the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission, issued October 1,
1950, has set out its policy with the specific recommendations of the commission by
which programs for the benefit of the Indian people can be judged. This policy
encompasses the expectation that there will be, a some future date now
unpredictable, a complete integration of the Indian people with the citizenry at large
with equal rights and responsibilities.

It is the feeling of the commission that in the broad picture two methods can be
used to bring about complete integration. One is revolutionary. It results in the
complete abolishment of the Indian reservations and the segregated services given by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The second is evolutionary. This must result in frank,
above-the-table cooperation among the federal government, the Indian people, and al
levels of state and county government. To have this there cannot be shifting of
financia responsibility which will irritate the sensitive nerve going to the pocket book
of the state and county taxpayers.

It is on the basis of an evolutionary approach that the North Dakota Indian Affairs
Commission prepared its basic report. The last two years of the commission have
been spent primarily in attempting to influence agency, area and national policy along
the lines of recommendations presented by the commission. This can be called our
action phase.

Conclusion of the NDIAC biennium report:

In reaching any conclusion it is necessary to recognize that certain facts exist; the
desirability or undesirability of these facts is beside the point in establishing the
premises upon which the conclusions are based. The Indian reservation system has
been for many years and is now a fact affecting the social and financial structure of
the count and state levels of government in the state of North Dakota. The operation
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs has been and is now a fact affecting the social and
financia structure of the state and local levels of government.

Socia and economic problems, which are unique and influence the very existence
of these levels of government, exist in counties with Indian reservations. The Bureau
of Indian Affairs, by its every activity, service, and effort on behalf of the Indian
people either on or off the reservation, influences, and in many instances, forces the
state and local levels of government into a course of action which they would not
necessarily follow if the Bureau of Indian Affairs did not operate within its political
subdivisions.



It can be predicted, with a large degree of certainty, that the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and the reservation system will not be abolished in the immediate future. It
can aso be predicted with a fair degree of certainty that the Bureau of Indian Affairs
will continue attempting to shift to the state and local levels of government the
financial responsibility now held by it under acts of Congress.

It is the thought of the Indian Affairs Commission that in protection of the
financia interests of the taxpayers of North Dakota as well as the rights of the Indian
people of this state it is desirable that some agency of state government keep
constantly alert as to the changing problems, social and financial, affecting levels of
government arising from the Indian reservations located within the boundaries of this
State.

1953-1955 BIENNIUM

CoMMISSION MEMBERS

Norman Brunsdale, Chairman o Jacob Heihn

Governor, State of North Dakota Mercer County Commissioner, Beulah
John B. Hart o Joseph J. Blonigen

Executive Director, NDIAC McLean County Commissioner, Douglas
Carlyle D. Onsrud, Secretary o Math Baseflug

Executive Director of the Public Welfare Dunn County Commissioner, Richardton
Board, Bismarck o AC.Berg

Math Dahl Benson County Commissioner, Maddock
Commissioner of Agriculture and Labor, o AJ.Briar

Bismarck McKenzie County Commissioner,

M.F. Peterson Cartwright

Superintendent of Public Instruction o FritzBorgeson

R.O. Saxvik, M.D. Eddy County Commissioner, Sheyenne
State Health Officer, Bismarck o  Clarence Bye

Joseph Wicks Rolette County Commissioner, Dunseith
Sioux County Commissioner, Cannonball

LEGISLATION

Excerpts from the NDIAC Biennium Report:

In 1953, Congress passed Public Law 280 permitting states to assume crimina and
civil jurisdiction on Indian reservations. The ruling of the Attorney General of this
State is the State of North Dakota does not have the authority to assume criminal or
civil jurisdiction over Indian reservations in the State of North Dakota until such time
as our state constitution is amended. This constitutional question is now before the
State Supreme Court; it is hoped the law in this regard will be established before the
legislative assembly adjournsin 1955.



U. S. Congress passed Senate Bill 303 transferring the responsibility for the health
needs of Indians from the Bureau of Indian Affairs to the Public Health Service. This
was approved by the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission. The Commission
spent considerable effort and money promoting this particular transfer. It is hoped
that the Public Health Service will approach the problems of the health needs of
Indians from the point of view of people, as distinguished from real estate, in that
they will not limit their services to Indian people who continue to reside on the
reservation and thereby anchor Indian people to the reservation by such premiums.

U. S. Congress repealed the Federal Indian liquor law, which is of considerable
psychological importance. The repeal of the State Indian liquor law isin an area of
political controversy; therefore, the Indian Affairs Commission passes this question
without recommendation.

HIGHLIGHTSOF THE BIENNIUM

Excerpts from the NDIAC Biennium Report:

1953-1954: Thefilling of the Garrison Dam Reservoir on the Missouri River resulted
in Fort Berthold’s significant losses of land and natural resources — 186,000 acres of
timber and bottom lands which had provided a natural economy.

Following the efforts of the Employment Service to develop an Indian employment
program, the Commission spent considerable time and effort advancing the theory of
affirmatively encouraging industrial development adjacent to the Indian reservation
as a means of creating employment opportunity for those Indian people who did not
desire to be uprooted from reservation culture and life, but who did need economic
help. This was somewhat along the line of “if the mountain will not come to
Mohammed, Mohammed will go to the mountain.”

In line with this effort, the Commission cooperated by doing the legwork in the
establishment of the Turtle Mountain Ordnance Plant near the Turtle Mountain Indian
Reservation. Today, this plant employs approximately 150 people, of whom
approximately eighty percent are persons of Indian descent.

The Indian Service now has an active branch known dsidien Relocation Service.

This branch supplies financial assistance to Indian families moving from the
reservation communities to special relocation centers located in Minneapolis,
Chicago, Denver, Los Angeles, and a few other points. The Relocation Branch is
assisting in relieving surplus populations in crowded areas where there is little, if any,
economic future.

Some years ago, the North Dakota Employment Service, a federally financed state
agency, started an aggressive affirmative special program of employing Indian people
away from the reservation. This program has met with considerable success,
particularly as to the Turtle Mountain Indians being employed by the contractors
holding contracts for the construction of Garrison Dam. Since the start of this



program, many of the Indian families have been employed in the western part of the
state where the economy of the state is rapidly expanding due to oil exploration and
production. The employment of Indians away from the reservations by the North
Dakota Employment Service is one of, if not the most, successful special programs
for the employment of Indian people in any state in the Union. They have established
a pattern which appears to the North Dakota Indian Affairs Commission as being as
close to a permanent solution as any single activity currently observed.

1955-1957 BIENNIUM

CoMMISSION MEMBERS

SL. 1955, Ch. 314

The membership of the NDIAC expanded to include the director of the North Dakota
State Employment and the chairman of the Mountrail County Commission. The
number of commission members was now fifteen.

Norman Brunsdale / John E. Davis o Math Baseflug

Governor, State of North Dakota Dunn County Commissioner, Richardton
John B. Hart o A C. Beg

Executive Director, NDIAC Benson County Commissioner, Maddock
Carlyle D. Onsrud, Secretary o  FritzBorgeson

Executive Director of the Public Welfare Eddy County Commissioner, Sheyenne
Board, Bismarck o Clarence Bye

Math Dahl Rolette County Commissioner, Dunseith
Commissioner of Agriculture and Labor, o Emil Degerness

Bismarck McKenzie County Commissioner, Watford
M.F. Peterson City

Superintendent of Public Instruction, o R B.Luger

Bismarck Sioux County Commissioner, Fort Y ates
Jerome H. Svore o Leonard Loewen

State Health Officer, Bismarck Mercer County Commissioner, Hazen
Carl F. Fryhling o L.G. Larson

Director, North Dakota State Employment Mountrail County Commissioner,
Services, Bismarck New Town

Joseph J. Bloningen

McLean County Commissioner, Douglas

LEGISLATION

Indian Affairs Commission Membership expands— S.L. 1955, Ch. 314

The members of the commission consist of the governor, commissioner of agriculture
and labor, superintendent of public instruction, executive director of the public
welfare board of North Dakota, state health officer, the director of the North Dakota
state employment service and the chairmen of boards of county commissioners of
Sioux, Mercer, McLean, McKenzie, Dunn, Rolette, Benson, Mountrail, and Eddy
counties. The governor shall act as chairman of the commission and the commission
shall select one of its members as secretary.



» Four BearsMemorial Bridge— S.L. 1955, HCR C
HCR Curged that the new bridge be renamed the “Four Bears Memorial Bridge.”

WHEREAS, a new bridge is being constructed over the Missouri River at
Sanish, North Dakota, the need for which was brought about as a result of the
construction of the Garrison Dam project, and

WHEREAS, the “Four Bears Memorial Bridge” formerly crossing the Missouri
River at Elbowoods, north Dakota, was torn down and the steel therein salvaged
for use in the new bridge at Sanish, North Dakota, and

WHEREAS, the Water Busters Clan, of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort
Berthold Indian Reservation, desire to have the name, “Four Bears Memorial
Bridge”, preserved and retained by so designating and naming the new bridge at
Sanish, North Dakota;

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, THE SENATE CONCURRING THEREIN:

That the new bridge across the Missouri River at Sanish, North Dakota, be
named and designated as the “Four Bears Memorial Bridge”.
Filed February 1, 1955.”

Excerpt from the NDIAC Biennium Report:

The Legislative Assembly in 1955, by resolution, directed the Commission to
devote a greater part of its efforts to encourage industries to locate adjacent to Indian
reservations. In the process of carrying out this directive, the Commission spent
considerable time, money, and effort in securing the support of other Indian states.
With the cooperation of these other states, this encouragement resulted in the
government’s affirmatively adopting an industrial development program in its effort
to partially solve the economic problems of our economically depressed reservation
areas.

The advantage of Indian peoples being able to live in their ancestral homeland
while, at the same time, being able to provide, by their own labor, the necessities of
life for themselves and their families, is obvious. This type of assistance eliminates
many of the disadvantages found in regular welfare programs or in unearned income
types of programs. It results in the growth of human dignity, self-respect, and self-
confidence. It results in those being employed being put on an economically equal
basis with the non-Indian people of the community. Where the employment is on a
non-segregated basis, it encourages Indian people to associate with non-Indian people
in their day-by-day work relations, which in turn, in an evolutionary manner erodes
those antagonistic racial feelings which, in some cases, exist between individuals of
different economic or social groups.
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HIGHLIGHTSOF THE BIENNIUM
Excer pts from the Biennium Report:

*  During the summer of 1956, the Commission did the legwork for the establishment of
a boat factory at New Town, North Dakota, located at the northerly edge of the Fort
Berthold Reservation. During 1956, this boat factory employed seven people, of who
five were persons of Indian descent. Although the employment was small this year,
there is no reason not to believe this plant may employ up to 25 persons during the
year 1957.

* It is the recommendation of the Commission that the state legislature, the various
agencies of state government, and the political subdivisions continue to move with
extreme caution in attempting to assume any of the 